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Seasonal Tip
Emerald Ash Borer:
This year has seen the
advance of Emerald Ash
Borer (EAB) into more
towns—its movement is
pretty swift. Most of the
dead trees you see as you
drive in eastern Fairfield

The big deal this past summer
has been the drought. As you
drive around you’ll notice
many dying maples and birch
in the woods’ edge. It has been
a very dry summer indeed.
Here’s a maple in Easton, not
looking too good:

Dutch Elm Disease:
The last two or three years have also seen a big increase in Dutch Elm Disease (DED). There are not a
lot of elms left in our landscape these days, because
of the effects of DED over the last 80 years. When
there are fewer trees, the vector of the disease, elm
bark beetles, are fewer in number. For some reason
we started seeing more DED killed trees a few years
ago. Now we’re in a catch 22 that is causing a lot of
the remaining elms to get the disease.

Fall is also a good time to
take stock of the trees on your
property. Do you notice that
one of them looks to be in bad
shape? Are things too overgrown and should some thinning or cutting back be done?
Perhaps there are dead limbs
that are a concern?
Use this time of year as a
time to make an assessment of
the trees on your property.
Plan now to organize any work
that should be done. Work can
be completed over the fall and
winter to make 2016 a good
year for your trees.

County are ash trees.
A number of forward thinking towns have started
treating specimen trees in their parks which will save
them from the insect. I’ve been treating three ash at
my house for the past two years and they’re doing just
fine. Other ash in my neighborhood are dead from
EAB.
For more detailed info just go to our website, get to
the insect section and click on the EAB link to USDA.
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Southern Pine Beetle:
This is a new pest for us in Connecticut, though it
has long been a problem in the south. In both Fairfield and Westport it has been found to be the cause
of death of some spruce and white pines. It’s life cycle is similar to other boring beetles so it is manageable, but, really, do we need another problem?
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Species Spotlight
A good evergreen for use in a mixed border is cryptomeria, also
known as Japanese cedar, though everyone seems to call it by its
latin name, cryptomeria. It has a more course look than arborvitae
or hemlocks which suits it when planted in a mixed group. We’ve
noticed through the coastal storms of recent years that it is fairly
salt tolerant, so keep that in mind along the sound.
All in all it is a very handsome plant that is usually pest free. Every now and then mites will
be a problem but it is generally easy to maintain.

Did YOU know?

Every now and then we come across an
unusual tree condition. Two
things which we recently found are peculiar visual conditions that make the
bark of trees an unusual color. The first pic shows a native hickory tree with
very white bark. Why this occurred is not known. What causes the color is a
white algae growing on the bark. Algae by definition has green chlorophyll in
it to conduct photosynthesis, but why in this instance it is
masked by white is not clear.
These other trees in the left pic are native white pines that
have a definite red hue to their trunks. That is not typical at all with white
pines. These trees are part of a grove in Monroe that have a state road on
their east side. I think that their exposure to morning sun caused the
growth of red algae on the trunk bark. Curious and interesting indeed!

