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The advance of 

emerald ash borer 

(EAB) in Connecti-

cut is continuing as 

expected.  It is 

now found in Fair-

field, New Haven, 

Litchfield and 

Hartford counties 

and is spreading 

fast.    We all need 

to realize that the 

native ash will be 

going the way of 

the American elm, 

largely gone from 

common existence.  The EAB will kill all untreated ash 

trees.  However, with proper treatments an important 

ash can be saved.   

The sensible approach will be to maintain individual ash 

trees just as we do other tree issues such as hemlock 

woolly adelgid or Dutch elm disease.  The proper an-

nual treatments to ash trees will be effective in con-

trolling EAB. The two main methods for controlling 

EAB are bark sprays and soil injections of specialized 

pesticides. Both methods are effective, safe and easy 

to implement. Let us know if you have an ash which you 

value and want to keep.   If so, and you want to keep 

them, let us know.  

We’ll discuss treat-

ment options and put a 

plan in place. 
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 Seasonal Tip    

   The spring of each year al-

ways has us focusing on the 

expanding buds, new leaves 

that follow and the associated 

insects and diseases that come 

with them.  The reality of op-

portunistic insects and diseases 

keeps us very busy with man-

aging these usual problems.  

Sometimes we have a new in-

sect to manage, such as the 

EAB mentioned to the left.  

We’ll deal with it. 

   In the spring we also want to 

remind you that proper pruning 

is vital to a healthy tree.  

Young trees benefit greatly 

from corrective pruning which 

helps to develop good branch 

structure.  Older trees need 

regular pruning to remove dead 

limbs or to clear the branches 

away from a house or plantings 

underneath. 

  Please make sure we visit 

your property to review any 

concerns.  We try to be proac-

tive but it never hurts to give us 
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   For some reason I’ve been enjoying the grandeur of old trees more than 

usual.  It’s probably because I made a trip last year and was able to see 

some fantastic trees, especially some great conifers.  Sort of opened my 

eyes more. 

   I’ve always liked the look of mature cedrus so I think I’ll have to plant 

one; a treat to myself.  That’s one in the pic.  I may not get to see it to 

maturity but that’s okay, someone else will. 

   Last fall I was able to find a generous soul who gave me two saplings of American chestnut.  

These are some of the disease resistant variety and I have high hopes for their success.  One 

is planted at my house and one at the shop in Monroe. 

     Species Spotlight 

 

 

 

 

   Quite a while ago I started my career in arboriculture and made some early visits to a few 

true gardens.  One of my first trips was to the Arnold Arboretum in Boston, Massachusetts.  I 

still remember certain details and they’ll stay with me forever: the bonsai exhibit with trees 

that were centuries old;  specific old cork trees that were very impressive; the sheer number 

of large, mature specimens.   

   Well, as time moves along I realize that visits to great gardens can be very special indeed.  

Great gardens can be uplifting and inspiring in a way that can ignite a spark in ourselves.  

The spark can be a horticultural one or simply a basic life event.   

   I encourage everyone to make the time for a trip.   It could be to a botanical garden, a good 

nursery or even a local garden in an organized tour.  It’ll be worth it! 
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Thoughts... 


