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I’ve been surprised at the
speed with which
Emerald Ash
Borer (EAB) has
moved within
Connecticut.
This summer I’ve
seen it wiping out
most of the ash trees in northwestern New Haven
County and it is moving quickly into Fairfield County
from the Newtown side. As I drive around and see
dead trees down the road ahead, I know it’s a good
bet they’re ash trees. It’s a very devastating situation indeed.
We are trying to emphasize the seriousness of this
pest for good reason. This invader will kill all untreated ash trees in our state in just a few years.
The picture above left shows a group of ash that
looked fine in 2013. In just one or two years they’re
dead.
Please, if you have an ash tree which you want to save,
don’t wait to contact us. Let us explain the treatment
options and get moving with a preventive response.
For more detailed info just go to our website, get to
the insect section and click on the EAB link to USDA.

Seasonal Tip
This picture shows a young
American chestnut growing at
my place. I planted two last
year, one at home and one at
the shop. These were given to
me by a generous gardener who
had extras.

I’m hopeful that I’ll have
some decent success with these
new hybrids, resistant to the
chestnut blight. There is quite
a bit of home gardener help
with the concept of finding the
right hybrid that will bring the
chestnuts back.
I suspect it may take a few decades before true success becomes a reality, but I think it
will happen. Perhaps as we
lose one species, the ash, we’ll
be successful with returning the
American chestnut to our local
ecosystem. More than a fair
trade!
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Species Spotlight
The picture to the left is a flower from my Franklin tree,

franklinia alatamaha. This picture is from the first week of

September as it comes into full flower. That’s the fun of this
native tree, it flowers in the fall. The flower looks a lot like the
bloom of stewartia or camellia but it’s a bit larger.
Everyone likes the story of this tree that had been thought to
have gone extinct a couple hundred year’s ago. Found again in the wild and purportedly named
for Ben Franklin after it was “saved”. In any event it is a nice ornamental, hardy in our area
and a bit unique. What more do you want?

Did YOU know?

Many of the trees we prize as unusual
specimens are actually grafted unions between a rootstock and a scion, of trees
that are closely related. Think of the weeping flowering cherry, such as the Higan cherry.
You’ll see a straight trunk rising to about a five foot height. It’s at that point that the weeping scion of “Higan” is grafted onto the rootstock. Without the rootstock
and its trunk for height, we’d have a weeping cherry mound on the
ground! Not too exciting!
Copper beech? Yes, it’s the same thing, but the graft union with this
one is close to the ground level. The pic to right shows a young grafted
copper beech, the scion for which came from an old Copper beech in
front of Stratford Library. A gifted plantsman from Barkhamstead has
been growing a few of these from the parent Copper beech, as eventual
replacements when the Stratford tree needs to come down.

